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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2010 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Brenneman, 
Commissioners Lauman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

10:00 a.m. Commissioner Brenneman and Commissioner Dupont:  Meeting @ Vanessa Cervola’s office 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on September 14, 2010.   

 
 

**************************************** 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2010 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Brenneman, 
Commissioners Lauman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Brenneman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction. 
 
Jim Watson stated he came to update the Commission and keep them informed on what is referred to in the Flathead 
County Trails Plan as the Stillwater Flathead Valley Kids Court Trail.  He explained he is involved via a friend Pete 
Skinsrud after he was unable to talk him out of buying the Old Steel Bridge; which he now owns half of.  He noted the 
bridge is sitting on state park land through the generosity and patience of state parks with support from the governor’s 
office with the eventual hope being that it will cross the Stillwater River and connect the Edgerton School community over 
to FVCC.  He stated the desires of FVCC are to build a public trail system on their own property using their heavy 
equipment operator courses.  He explained out of discussions held that there is talk in regards to a tunnel being built for 
pedestrian traffic under highway 93 at Grand View.  Watson noted Jim Lynch with MDOT apparently is in support of the 
project and during the first week of October a meeting will be held with Mr. Lynch, Ed Toavs the local construction 
coordinator, FVCC, DNRC and the City of Kalispell to discuss this project.   
 
Bill Myers, representing Bayside Park and Marine Center said there have been numerous irregularities in procedures 
regarding the Bigfork stormwater improvement project that he has concerns about.  He then read the following letters sent 
to Valerie Short from Larsen Engineering & Surveying, Inc.  and James C. Bartlett, Attorney:   
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Bill Myers then said he wanted to address the timeline and also wanted to make sure Commissioner Lauman and 
Commissioner Dupont knew what all the facts are in regards to what has recently happened.  He stated on August 16, 
2010 two documents were on their agenda for approval:   authorization to publish Call for Bids for construction of the 
Bigfork stormwater project and the other to publish a Notice of Environmental Assessment.  On August 25 he stated it was 
his understanding the Bigfork Stormwater Committee held a public presentation for the final design plan.   Myers noted he 
received a phone call from Commissioner Brenneman that morning inviting him to come.  He stated he had four cruises 
that day already scheduled and there was nothing he could do to be there, and neither could his engineer or lawyer on 
such short notice.   He further said he found the notice in the Bigfork Eagle as a little quick story on Thursday, August 26 a 
day later; without a chance for him or his engineer to look at or evaluate the final plan that they repeatedly have come to 
the Commission for over the last year or two trying to get their perspective heard.  They were allowed no time, no time to 
address the final design plan.  He explained he has attended many meetings over the last year and a half and has heard 
the chairman of the Stormwater Committee; Sue Hanson repeatedly cut him off as he tried to participate in discussion and 
tell him there will be plenty of time for you to comment when we get the final design prepared.  Myers stated the only thing 
he has been allowed to do as the design is being finalized is go to a preliminary design hearing held in Bigfork where he 
was cut off in the middle of a sentence after about four minutes,  when prior to that they spent a whole hour or more 
discussing all the wonderful design features.  On June 22, 2010 he reported he, his lawyer, Jeff Larsen and Mark Spratt 
from RLK Hydro explained to the Commission their concern about the underwater flow which has been seen and is 
documented.   In addition to the letters sent to the state by his attorney and Larsen Engineering,   Mark Spratt he stated 
also sent a letter regarding the lack of ability to participate in the Environmental Assessment and the process after the 
design was revealed on August 25.  He stated at the meeting on August 25 the committee passed a resolution to bring that 
forward for approval and they appeared before you the very next day on August 26, and from the meeting minutes 
reported that 48 North presented an overview of final design of the project proposed to be started this fall and completed 
next spring.  Also noted in the minutes is the community is supportive of the project and the recommendation from the 
Stormwater Advisory Committee is to move ahead with the bid process which had already been started on August 16, ten 
days before it had already gone out to bid without any public review or knowledge of it and certainly no ability by me or my 
engineer to comment.  Myers also stated the article ran in the Bigfork Eagle saying the presentation was made the day 
before and if they wanted to participate and have comment that their comments should be addressed to Commissioner 
Brenneman or Sue Hanson after it has already been reviewed by the committee.  He questioned the timeline and said it 
appears someone is under a deadline and short cut the public participation process dramatically.   He then noted 
authorization to publish the Bigfork stormwater assessment was done by the Commission on August 16 and the deadline 
to submit comment for the EA was September 3 and he only found out about it on September 2, at which time he hand 
scribbled a two page note to submit to Valerie Short regarding the process.  He then said the deadline for submitting bids 
was September 8 and they were opened the following day on September 9.  He continued with we have politely come to 
this committee repeatedly and have been ignored by them and Commissioner Brenneman in their request to try to get 
them to address the clear documented problems of underground flow and flooding on his property.  He explained in Phase 
1 the problems of Sally Janover and Ms. Oliver were addressed and they then put in infiltration beds; we don’t know where 
the water is coming from for sure, yet there is suspicion it could be coming from the infiltration beds up at the school; we 
just don’t know for sure, but we know for fact there is water flowing underground through his property and they refuse to 
address our concerns.  Myers asked if procedures have been followed and said if I’m not mistaken on the timeline and 
dates, I believe this could be a potential violation of procedures or law and it would make sense for you to backup and stop 
the process until this gets corrected.    
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Brett Walcheck, 48 North Engineering reminded the Commission a hydrologist from Hydro Metrics has been involved with 
the Bigfork stormwater project from the beginning and has done ground water evaluations and monitoring throughout the 
process.   He explained the project out for bid entails installing and replacing existing conveyance pipes, installing new 
conveyance pipes to pick up an expanded coverage area and also to install water quality treatment facilities.  He stated 
there are no infiltration facilities occurring and no modifications of further ground water injections occurring with the project.  
Walcheck also stated as the engineer on the project they have never been contacted by any of the identified consultant 
firms out there with the exception of the BSAC and other individuals.   
 
Denise Smith, Director of Flathead Business and Industry Association said typically when they start receiving phone calls 
from their members regarding issues they feel like they have not been heard.  She stated in general what they see is that 
even though during the public process we may feel like we really did a great job in getting the notices out there if people 
are complaining about it; and it’s not just one person I’m hearing from, that you have to make sure the public is heard.   A 
lot of times there’s not a mandatory you have to have an X amount of days in the process to allow the public to comment.  
I appeal to you today to take the time to address concerns that are being asked.  I am hearing stuff about corroded pipes 
and other concerns from members who don’t feel like their concerns are being heard.    Smith said something is going on 
here and it just doesn’t smell right.  She asked that they get involved in the process and hold back and get issues 
addressed to make sure it is fair and equitable to everybody concerned.   
 
No one else rising to speak, Chairman Brenneman closed the public comment period. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF EXTENSION:  LAKESHORE PERMIT/ WILLS 
 

9:54:25 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Planner Bailey Iott, Clerk Kile 

 
Bailey Iott reported the extension request is for FLP 09-83; an application submitted by Harvey and Nancy Wills to 
construct a dock at 191 Peaceful Lane on Flathead Lake.  It was noted the permit was originally valid for one year and was 
set to expire on July 15, 2010.  Iott stated an extension request dated August 31, 2010 would extend the previously 
approved permit until June 30, 2011. 
 
Commissioner Lauman made a motion to approve the Lakeshore Permit for Wills.  Commissioner Dupont seconded the 
motion.  Aye - Brenneman, Lauman and Dupont.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
YEAR END BUDGET AMENDMENT 
 

9:56:10 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Finance Technician Lora Burger, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Clerk Kile 

 
Lora Burger explained the budget amendment before them is for budget year FY10 to bring funds into balance.   
 
Commissioner Dupont made a motion to approve Budget Amendment Resolution 2271.  Commissioner Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Brenneman, Lauman and Dupont.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 
RESOLUTION #  2271 

  
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined, and various department heads have requested 

and verified, that budget revisions between line items for Fiscal Year 2009-2010, are required, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4031, M.C.A. and Budget Resolution No. 1689, allow budget transfers to be made 

between items in the same fund.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached list of transfers and revisions shall be made in 
the budget for Flathead County for Fiscal Year 2009-2010; and 

ftr://?location=&quot;FTR&quot;?date=&quot;14-Sep-2010&quot;?position=&quot;09:54:25&quot;?Data=&quot;c4d3f77d&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;FTR&quot;?date=&quot;14-Sep-2010&quot;?position=&quot;09:56:10&quot;?Data=&quot;716ca5dc&quot;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution and the attached list of transfers and revisions shall be 

entered into the minutes of the Board of Commissioners. 
 

Dated this 14
th
  

 
day of September, 2010. 

 
 

     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      Flathead County, Montana 
 
      By/s/Joseph D. Brenneman 
           Joseph D. Brenneman, Chairman 
 
 
      By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
           Dale W. Lauman, Member 
 
 
ATTEST:     By/s/James R. Dupont 
Paula Robinson, Clerk         James R. Dupont, Member 

 
By/s/Diana Kile 
   Diana Kile, Deputy   
 

DATE OF ISSUE: 9/1/10 

BUDGET AMEND  FY10/ AIR QUALITY 

VOUCHER #:   

DATE OF 
RECORD: 

 
Entered by:  

          

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

2979 0190 331136   Air Quality Grant 
  

               
5,000.00  

2979 0190 440140 110 
Salaries 

            
5,000.00  

  

Explanation       5,000.00  5,000.00  

Received $5,000 more on Air Quality Contract for FY10 
 

  

 

  9/1/10 

BUDGET AMEND  FY10/ BCHP 

VOUCHER #:   

  
Entered by:  

        

Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

0190 331138   Cancer Program Grant                26,417.00  

0190 440110 110 Salaries             5,127.00    

0190 440110 112 Temp Salaries 10,087.00    

0190 440110 142 Industrial Accident 36.00    

0190 440110 144 FICA 625.00    

0190 440110 145 PERS 845.00    

0190 440110 147 Medicare Tax 145.00    

0190 440110 210 Office Supplies 2,551.00    

0190 440110 215 Comp Equip/Sftwr/Hdwr 343.00    

0190 440110 228 Educational Supplies 4,536.00    

0190 440110 311 Postage 1,749.00    

0190 440110 363 Machine Repair/Maint 48.00    

0190 521000 822 Transfer to IT 325.00    

        26,417.00  26,417.00  

    
Approved by: Joe Russell 

    
Date: 9/1/10 

 

DATE OF ISSUE: 9/1/10 

BUDGET AMEND  FY10/ BUCKLE UP 

VOUCHER #:   

DATE OF RECORD: 
 

Entered by:  
          

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

2283 0190 365000   Donations 
  

               
4,112.00  

2283 0190 383000   
Trans in from DUI   

               
2,000.00  

2283 0190 440117 110 Salaries 3,396.00    

2283 0190 440117 143 Health Insurance 1,079.00    

2283 0190 440117 144 FICA 168.00    

2283 0190 440117 145 PERS 205.00    

2283 0190 440117 147 Medicare Tax 39.00    

2283 0190 440117 201 Safety Equipment 977.00    

2283 0190 440117 210 Office Supplies 1,001.00    

2283 0190 440117 228 Educational Supplies 1,645.00    

2283 0190 440117 229 Other Oper Supplies   2,085.00  

2283 0190 440117 311 Postage   653.00  

2283 0190 440117 380 Training Services 879.00    

2283 0190 440117 398 Contracted Services   539.00  

Explanation       9,389.00  9,389.00  

Budget Amendment to include Donations & Transfer in from DUI  
 

  
  

    
Approved by: Joe Russell 

  
    

Date: 9/1/10 
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DATE OF ISSUE: 9/1/10 

BUDGET AMEND  FY10/ CANCER 

VOUCHER #:   

DATE OF 
RECORD: 

 
Entered by:  

          

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

2282 0190 331120   Cancer Control Program                10,000.00  

2282 0190 440116 110 
Salaries 

          
10,000.00  

  

Explanation       10,000.00  10,000.00  

Budget Amendment for Comprehensive Cancer Control FY2010 
 

  
  

    
Approved by: Joe Russell 

  
    

Date: 9/1/10 

              

 

DATE OF ISSUE: 9/1/10 

BUDGET AMEND  FY10/ CONSORTIA III 

VOUCHER #:   

DATE OF 
RECORD: 

 
Entered by:  

          

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

2974 0190 331139   Consortia                15,750.00  

2974 0190 440156 110 
Salaries 

          
12,386.00  

  

2974 0190 440156 141 Unemployment 8.00    

2974 0190 440156 142 Industrial Accident 40.00    

2974 0190 440156 143 Health Insurance 1,553.00    

2974 0190 440156 144 FICA 530.00    

2974 0190 440156 145 PERS 665.00    

2974 0190 440156 147 Medicare Tax 124.00    

2974 0190 440156 150 Life Insurance 6.00    

2974 0190 440156 210 Office Supplies   8.00  

2974 0190 440156 380 Training 446.00    

Explanation       15,758.00  15,758.00  

Budget Amendment for Consortia III FY2010   
 

  
  

    
Approved by: Joe Russell 

  
    

Date: 9/1/10 

              

 

DATE OF ISSUE: 9/1/10 

BUDGET AMEND  FY10 

VOUCHER #:   

DATE OF 
RECORD: 

 
Entered by:  

          

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

2970 0190 331132   Consortia                  9,821.00  

2970 0190 440176 110 
Salaries 

          
10,661.00  

  

2970 0190 440176 141 Unemployment 49.00    

2970 0190 440176 142 Industrial Accident 119.00    

2970 0190 440176 143 Health Insurance 1,778.00    

2970 0190 440176 144 FICA 694.00    

2970 0190 440176 145 PERS 781.00    

2970 0190 440176 147 Medicare Tax 162.00    

2970 0190 440176 311 Postage 269.00    

2970 0190 440176 345 Telephone 58.00    

2970 0190 440176 351 Med/Dental/Pharmacy   4,750.00  

Explanation       14,571.00  14,571.00  

Budget Amendment for Consortia per new 
contract 

  

 
  

  
    

Approved by: Joe Russell 

  
    

Date: 9/1/10 

 

  9/1/10 

BUDGET AMEND  FY10/ DUI 

VOUCHER #:   

  
Entered by:  

        

Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

0204 335025   Dui Reinstatement                     101.00  

0204 420150 212 Small Item Equipment             7,163.00    

0204 420150 229 Other Operation Supplies 46.00    

0204 420150 337 Advertising 7,064.00    

0204 420150 370 Travel   1,200.00  

0204 420150 380 Training 1,925.00    

0204 420150 397 Contracted Services 7,407.00    

0204 420150 398 Other Contracted Services 1,548.00    

0204 521000 820 Trans to Buckle UP 2,000.00    

        27,153.00  1,301.00  

    
Approved by: Joe Russell 

    
Date: 9/1/10 
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DATE OF ISSUE:   
BUDGET ENTRY 

VOUCHER NO.: 
  

DATE OF RECORD: 
 

Entered by:  

      
RESOLUTION # 

    

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

2272 0222 440110 110 Salaries   2,760.00  

2272 0222 440110 141 Unemployment   7.00  

2272 0222 440110 142 Industrial Accident   30.00  

2272 0222 440110 143 Health Insurance   755.00  

2272 0222 440110 144 FICA   171.00  

2272 0222 440110 145 PERS   195.00  

2272 0222 440110 147 Medicare Tax   40.00  

2272 0222 440110 150 Life Insurance   4.00  

2272 0222 440110 212 small item equipment 1,500.00    

2272 0222 440110 215 comp equip/sftwr/hrdwr/supp/up   3,000.00  

2272 0222 440110 222 chem/lab/med supplies   1,436.00  

2272 0222 440110 228 educational supplies   3,240.00  

2272 0222 440110 229 other operational supplies 1,250.00    

2272 0222 440110 378 travel 600.00    

2272 0222 440110 900 capital outlay   21,904.00  

2272 0222 440110 822 transfer to   650.00  

2273 0222 440110 398 other contract services 44,193.00    

2273 0222 440110 399 other contract services/spec proj 70,000.00    

2273 0222 440110 820 transfer to   70,000.00  

Explanation         117,543.00  104,192.00  

The above reflects changes made to the EMS budget and approved by the EMS Admin Board. It primarily reflects 
changes in Capital Outlay and Transfer to items and moves those funds to Other Contract Services and Special 
Projects which are   funds which go directly to the EMS service providers.  
 
  

 

DATE OF ISSUE: 9/1/10 

BUDGET AMEND  FY10/ FAS 

VOUCHER #:   

DATE OF RECORD: 
 

Entered by:  

          

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

2973 0190 331124   FAS Grant 
  

             
29,500.00  

2973 0190 440159 112 
Temp Salaries 

            
7,605.00  

  

2973 0190 440159 142 Industrial Accident 65.00    

2973 0190 440159 144 FICA 515.00    

2973 0190 440159 147 Medicare Tax 123.00    

2973 0190 440159 210 Office Supplies 25.00    

2973 0190 440159 228 Educational Supplies 994.00    

2973 0190 440159 311 Postage 8.00    

2973 0190 440159 378 Travel 1,510.00    

2973 0190 440159 398 Other Contracted Serv 18,655.00    

Explanation       29,500.00  29,500.00  

Budget Amendment for FAS Grant     
 

  

 

DATE OF 
ISSUE: 

9/1/10 BUDGET AMEND  FY10/ TB VOUCHER #:  

DATE OF 
RECORD: 

   Entered by:   

       

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

       

2978       

2978 0190 440174 110 SALARIES 2,238.00   

2978 0190 440174 143 HEALTH INSURANCE 254.00   

2978 0190 440174 144 FICA 118.00   

2978 0190 440174 145 PERS 158.00   

2978 0190 440174 147 MEDICARE TAX 28.00   

2978 0190 440174 150 LIFE INSURANCE 2.00   

2978 0190 440174 351 MED/DENTAL/PHARMACY  1,645.00  

       

Explanation    2,798.00  1,645.00  

Budget Amend for TB Grant (July 09 - June 10)    

     Approved by: Joe Russell 

     Date: 9/1/10 
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DATE OF ISSUE: 9/1/2010 BUDGET ENTRY/ COUNTY VOUCHER NO.: 

DATE OF RECORD:  Entered by:  

 RESOLUTION #    

Fund Dept ACTIVITY OBJECT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

       

2200 0227 440700 398 Other Contracted Serv 16,500.00   

2273 0222 440110 398 Other Contracted Serv 44,000.00   

2290 0190 450410 229 Other Operational Supplies 5,500.00   

2300 0209 420110 120 Overtime 16,000.00   

2300 0209 420110 142 Industrial Accident 8,200.00   

2374 0224 521000 820 Transfer to 57,000.00   

2840 0246 431100 212 Weed Truck Grant 6,500.00   

2850 0221 420750 305 Operating Expenses 21,000.00   

2850 0221 420750 398 Other Contracted Serv 4,000.00   

2850 0221 420750 900 Capital Outlay 20,000.00   

2912 0190 420342 397 Contracted Serv 33,318.42   

2939 0190 440513 397 Contracted Serv 54,000.00   

2939 0190 440516 354 Architectural, Engineering 11,000.00   

2952 0201 430235 933 East/Evergreen/Path 50.00   

2953 0221 420600 212 Small Item Equip 11,000.00   

2953 0221 420600 229 Other Operational Supplies 5,000.00   

2968 0190 440110 228 Educational Supplies 600.00   

2969 0190 440510 510 Insurance 11,000.00   

2982 0190 450321 398 Other Contracted Serv 1,600.00   

2983 0190 450311 110 Salaries 3,750.00   

2983 0190 450311 142 Industrial Accident 20.00   

2983 0190 450311 143 Health Insurance 1,040.00   

2983 0190 450311 144 FICA 205.00   

2983 0190 450311 145 PERS 265.00   

2983 0190 450311 147 Medicare Tax 50.00   

2983 0190 450311 150 Life Insurance 6.00   

2983 0190 450311 220 Oper Supplies 42,200.00   

2983 0190 450322 110 Salaries 24,000.00   

2983 0190 450322 220 Oper Supplies 28,000.00   

2986 0726 450320 398 Other Contracted Serv 10.00   

2988 0190 450310 398 Other Contracted Serv 14,000.00   

2994 0201 430235 357 Kila Bike Path 500.00   

2995 0201 430235 357 Sam Bibler Memorial 21,000.00   

3201 0222 490500 610 Principal 265,400.00   

3201 0222 490500 620 Interest 37,000.00   

3531 0200 490300 620 Interest 400.00   

3538 0200 490300 630 Bank Charges 300.00   

3539 0200 490300 620 Interest 5,500.00   

3547 0200 490300 620 Interest 3,300.00   

4012 0201 410120 354 Architectural, Engineering 1,300.00   

4012 0201 410121 354 Architectural, Engineering 1,100.00   

4012 0201 410122 354 Architectural, Engineering 800.00   

4012 0201 410123 354 Architectural, Engineering 25,700.00   

4012 0201 410124 354 Architectural, Engineering 79,000.00   

4012 0201 410125 354 Architectural, Engineering 3,325.00   

4012 0201 411200 900 Capital Outlay 33,000.00   

4014 0231 411010 900 Capital Outlay 23,500.00   

4017 0244 410581 215 Comp Equip/Sftwr/Hdwr 3,200.00   

4025 0221 420750 357 Prof Serv 20,000.00   

4025 0221 420750 900 Capital Outlay 151,000.00   

4026 0221 420750 357 Prof Serv 238,000.00   

4026 0221 420750 398 Other Contracted Serv 90,000.00   

4026 0221 420750 900 Capital Outlay 648,000.00   

4246 0200 430251 337 Advertising 450.00   

4246 0200 430251 354 Architectural, Engineering 40,500.00   

4247 0200 430251 337 Advertising 315.00   

4247 0200 430251 354 Architectural, Engineering 27,900.00   

4247 0200 430251 397 Contracted Serv 614,800.00   

4248 0200 430251 337 Advertising 194.00   

4248 0200 430251 354 Architectural, Engineering 45,500.00   

4249 0200 430251 337 Advertising 367.00   

4249 0200 430251 354 Architectural, Engineering 13,250.00   

5420 0220 521000 820 Transfer to 251,000.00   

5430 0220 521000 820 Transfer to 215,250.00   

7055 0248 460110 220 Oper Supplies 15,000.00   

8050 0200 500600 351 Med/Dental/Pharmacy 26,500.00   

8050 0200 500600 397 Contracted Serv 850.00   

8050 0200 500600 510 Insurance 103,000.00   

       

Explanation    3,446,015.42  0.00  
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PUBLIC HEARING:  ROAD ABANDONMENT #482 (PORTION ALLEY LOT 36 WAGSMITH VILLA) 
 

10:00:00 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Lloyd Crabtree, Bill Kavanagh, Clerk Kile 

 
Chairman Brenneman reviewed the Viewers Report that states upon viewing said roadway: 
 

1. That a crude road does exist in the alley 
2. That utilities exist within the right-of-way of the alley 

 
Chairman Brenneman opened the public hearing to anyone wishing to speak in regards to the road abandonment.   
 
Bill Kavanagh, Manager of Hungry Horse Water District spoke about his concern in being able to get to the water tower for 
maintenance issues. He noted if a fence is installed they would not have 24 hour access to the site which also has a fire 
hydrant on it.  Kavanagh stated an individual has encroached on half of the right-of-way now.   
 
Lloyd Crabtree, Pastor of Canyon Baptist Church reviewed a map of the proposed strip of land to be abandoned (alleyway 
between two privately owned parcels).  He noted easements are filed on the property for Flathead Electric and Northwest 
Energy.     
 
No one else rising to speak, Chairman Brenneman closed the public hearing.   
 
Chairman Brenneman explained in general utility easement right-of-ways state that you are given access that you might 
need at any time.  He stated if the issue is encroachment onto the easement that you have it is probably not an issue we 
can help you with whether this road is abandoned or not.  Brenneman said if there are things encroaching on the access 
as described by your easement those need to be addressed by the district.   
 
Bill Kavanagh explained the existing road proposed to be abandoned is the means for the fire department to get there. 
 
Chairman Brenneman said I am guessing your easement gives you the right to access the property with whatever you 
need at any time to do whatever you need to do, and nobody living close by has the legal right to encroach on the 
easement regardless of  whether we abandon the road or not.  
 
Commissioner Dupont said his impression of when they abandon a road when they know there are utilities present they 
are specific to say they are abandoning the road but not your right-of-way; the right to access the property for utility 
easements remain.     
 
General discussion continued in regards to a potential fence, public safety issues and encroachment on a right-of-way.     
 
Chairman Brenneman stated he would like to discuss the situation with the County Attorney to ensure they are adequately 
addressing issues.   
 
Commissioner Dupont made a motion to delay consideration until legal counsel is sought.  Commissioner Lauman 
seconded the motion.  Aye - Brenneman, Lauman and Dupont.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF PRINTING BIDS:  FINANCE DEPT. 
 

10:25:55 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 

Members absent:  
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Clerk Kile 

 
Commissioner Lauman made a motion to approve the print bid from Trippet’s Printing for 1,500 payroll warrants for  
$249.00.  Chairman Brenneman seconded the motion.  Aye – Brenneman and Lauman.   Motion carried by quorum.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF HR TRANSMITTAL:  CIVIL CLERK/ SHERIFF’S OFFICE  
 

10:24:31 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, HR Director Raeann Campbell, Clerk Kile 

 
Commissioner Dupont made a motion to approve the HR Transmittal for a revised job classification.  Commissioner 
Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye - Brenneman, Lauman and Dupont.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2010 
(Continued) 

 
MONTHLY MEETING W/ SCOTT SAMPEY, OES & LINCOLN CHUTE, FIRE SERVICES AREA MANAGER 
 

10:30:26 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, EMS Manager Scott Sampey, Fire Services Manager Lincoln Chute, OES Deputy 
Director Cindy Mullaney, Clerk Kile    

 
Scott Sampey spoke about call center statistics and reported the Kalispell call center is clearly the busiest in the state.  He 
then explained concerns related to their budget which he stated they have worked through.   Sampey noted they are down 
to 22 employees now and are working on new training procedures.     
 
Cindy Mullaney reported Columbia Falls, Kalispell and Whitefish have signed off on the basic emergency plan.  She then 
reviewed progress made with an evacuation plan and mass fatality plan.  Mullaney explained Flathead County has been 
asked to host the vigilant guard program in 2015 in which there are grants to offset the cost.   She also spoke about a 
possible two year training class for emergency management at FVCC.   
 
Lincoln Chute reported he is continuing to work with Jack Spillman in regards to improving communications through the 
Fire Service Area.  He spoke about the need to upgrade communication sites on Desert Mountain and Marion Mountain.   
Chute noted Plum Creek and Stoltz each donated one acre of land for a fire hall at Ashley Lake; one at the north end and 
one at the south end.     
 
TAX REFUND:  KONOPATZKE 
 

11:19:35 AM 
Members present:  

Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Members absent:  
Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Deputy County Attorney Peter Steele, Clerk Kile    

 
Steele explained the request came before the Commission earlier and was denied.  He noted after further checking with 
the Plat Room new facts were determined and the recommendation is to approve the request.   
 
Commissioner Lauman made a motion to approve the tax refund.  Commissioner Dupont PT seconded the motion.  Aye 
Lauman and Dupont.  Motion carried by quorum.   
 

5:30 p.m. Commissioner Dupont:  Whitefish Interlocal Agreement Committee meeting @ Whitefish 
  Library 

 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on September 15, 2010.   
  

 

**************************************** 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2010 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Brenneman, 
Commissioners Lauman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

  9:15 a.m. Commissioner Lauman:  RSVP Board meeting @ Heritage Place 
  9:30 a.m. Commissioner Brenneman:  Air Service Workshop @ Glacier Bank (till 11:30) 
11:00 a.m. County Attorney meeting @ Co. Atty’s Office 
12:00 p.m. Commissioner Dupont:  MWED meeting @ Glacier Bank 

 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on September 16, 2010.   
   

 
**************************************** 

 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2010 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Brenneman, 
Commissioners Lauman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 
Chairman Brenneman opened public comment on matters within the Commissions' Jurisdiction, no one present 
to speak, Chairman Brenneman closed the public comment period. 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2010 
(Continued) 

 
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION:  ELECTED OFFICIALS SALARIES FY10-11 
 

9:40:26 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Finance Comptroller Joe Garza, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Finance Technician 
Lora Burger, Deputy County Attorney Peter Steele, Clerk & Recorder Paula Robinson, Recording Manager 
Monica Eisenzimer, Planning & Zoning Office Administrator Mary Fisher, County Road Dept. Office 
Administrator Patti Vernarsky, I.T. Director Vicki Saxby,  Technical Operations Supervisor  Jae Carnsew, 
Operations Manager Solid Waste Jim Chilton, 4-H Director Karole Sommerfield, Sheriff Mike Meehan, Health 
Dept. Director Joe Russell, AOA Director Jim Atkinson, Weed & Parks Director Jed Fisher, EMS Manager 
Mary Granger, Solid Waste Office Manager Carol Norwood, Shop Foreman Corey Pilsch, Clerk Kile 

 
Chairman Brenneman explained the proposed resolution will set elected officials salaries which is necessary due to state 
law that says if salaries are not increased longevity cannot be given to sheriff deputies.  He stated the Commission feels in 
fairness the deputies should receive longevity like the rest of the county employees and in order for them to do that the 
sheriff will receive a one penny increase in salary.   
 
Commissioner Dupont made a motion to adopt Resolution 2261B.  Commissioner Lauman seconded the motion.  Aye - 
Brenneman, Lauman and Dupont.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

RESOLUTION NO.  2261B 
ELECTED OFFICIALS SALARIES – 2010/2011 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Flathead County, Montana is required to fix the salaries 
of all elected officials by resolution by August 1, 2010, in accordance with Section 7-4-2504, M.C.A.; 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 7-4-2503(4), M.C.A., establishes a County Compensation Board to recommend the 
base salary for county elected officials and that Board met and, having considered relevant factors, prepared a 
compensation schedule for the elected county officials for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners; 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Compensation Board recommended that for the 2010-11 fiscal year that elected 
officials salaries should be increased by a COLA of 0 percent to the base salary;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners reviewed the recommendation of the County Compensation Board 
and determined that the recommendation to increase elected officials salaries by a COLA of 0 percent is appropriate; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners reviewed the recommendation of the County Compensation Board 
and determined that the recommendation to increase elected officials salaries by a COLA of 0 percent is appropriate; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners reviewed the Sheriff/Coroner’s base salary and reviewed longevity 
pay for sheriff deputies and have determined that an increase of the Sheriff/Coroner’s salary by $ .01 is appropriate. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners of Flathead County, 
Montana, hereby fixes the annual salaries of the following elected officials, effective July 1, 2010, by adding a 0 
percent COLA to the 2010-2011 base salary; plus adjustments provided by law for the Commissioners, 
Sheriff/Coroner, Treasurer/Assessor, Clerk and Recorder/Surveyor, and Superintendent of Schools; plus longevity 
for the Justices of the Peace and Sheriff as previously established, as follows: 
 
   Clerk of District Court   $60,235.00 
   County Treasurer/Assessor  $62,235.00 
   Justice of the Peace, Dept. 1*  $39,098.00 
   Justice of the Peace, Dept. 1**  $35,544.00  
   Justice of the Peace, Dept. 2  $73,222.00 
   Clerk/Recorder/Surveyor  $62,235.00 
   County Commissioners   $62,235.00 
   Sheriff/Coroner*    $41,030.01 
   Sheriff/Coroner**   $35,117.01 
   Superintendent of Schools  $60,635.00 
   County Attorney    $95,879.00 

 
* The salaries as set forth will be in effect until December 31, 2010, for the elected official 

currently in office. 
** The salaries as set forth will be in effect from January 1, 2011, through June 30, 2011, for 

the new elected official that takes office. 
 
 DATED this 16th  day of September, 2010. 
 
       BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
       Flathead County, Montana 
 
       By/s/Joseph D. Brenneman 
            Joseph D. Brenneman, Chairman 
ATTEST: 
Paula Robinson, Clerk    By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
            Dale W. Lauman, Member 
By/s/Diana Kile      
          Diana Kile, Deputy    By/s/James R. Dupont 
                                  James R. Dupont  
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2010 
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PUBLIC HEARING:  PERMISSIVE MEDICAL LEVY & BUDGET FY10- 11 @ EARL BENNETT BLDG. 
 

9:30:26 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Finance Comptroller Joe Garza, Finance Director Sandy Carlson, Finance Technician 
Lora Burger, Deputy County Attorney Peter Steele, Clerk & Recorder Paula Robinson, Recording Manager 
Monica Eisenzimer, Planning & Zoning Office Administrator Mary Fisher, County Road Dept. Office 
Administrator Patti Vernarsky, I.T. Director Vicki Saxby,  Technical Operations Supervisor  Jae Carnsew, 
Operations Manager Solid Waste Jim Chilton, Director 4-H Karole Sommerfield, Sheriff Mike Meehan, Health 
Dept. Director Joe Russell, AOA Director Jim Atkinson, Weed & Parks Director Jed Fisher, EMS Manager 
Mary Granger, Solid Waste Carol Norwood, Shop Foreman Corey Pilsch, Clerk Kile 

 
Mike Pence, Flathead County Administrator read the following letter: 
 

September 10, 2010 
 
Commissioner Joe Brenneman, Chairman 
Commissioner Dale Lauman 
Commissioner Jim Dupont 
 
Re:  FY 2011 Flathead County (County) Preliminary Budget Message and Recommendation 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
The Fiscal Year 2011 Flathead County Budget has been compiled for final consideration and approval.  I would like 
to express appreciation to Comptroller Joe Garza, Wendy Marquardt and Lora Burger for their hard work and effort in 
facilitating the budget process.  I would like to thank each of our department heads, elected officials and support staff 
for their good work in preparing the individual budgets and meeting with us over the past several months to provide 
the information requested.  Across the board our management team has made a concerted effort to comply with the 
budget guidelines provided by the Flathead County Board of Commissioners to freeze or reduce expenditure 
appropriations from FY 2010 levels due to the continued economic downturn.   
 
In regard to total revenue and expenditure dollar numbers for the proposed budget that provides the total big picture 
look, we are starting the year with a projected combined (tax and non-tax funds) beginning balance of $37.8 million, 
a total revenue (tax and non-tax) projection of $78.6 million, a total expenditure projection of $81.3 million and a 
projected ending balance of $35.1 million. 
 
The County has a good cash balance situation presently because of our ongoing efforts over the past five and a half 
years.  The County cash reserve funds supported by property tax dollars are projected to be $12.0 million at the end 
of FY 2011 or at about a 24% level (33% cash reserves are allowed by law).  Our largest source of revenue comes 
from property taxes that are collected two months out of the year, so we need adequate balances for our operations.  
It will continue to be a challenge to maintain healthy balances as growth has slowed significantly.   
 
The expenditure budget includes significant funding for our capital improvement program (CIP) totaling $6,637,540 
compared to $5,109,669 last year.  Some of the larger departments CIP budgets include Solid Waste ($3,008,500), 
Office of Emergency Services ($39,000), Road/Bridge ($1,150,256), Eagle Transit ($957,560), AOA ($16,000), Clerk 
of Court ($34,712), Sheriff ($397,495), Finance ($100,000), Treasurer ($10,000), Weed/Parks/Maintenance 
($396,000), Health ($50,000), Records (303,572), and IT ($174,445).  The commissioners and our management 
team continue their commitment to follow the completed and approved CIP in the budgeting process. 
 
The County has 516 full-time employees that include seasonal and temporary workers.  Our personnel costs 
represent a major portion of the total County budget.  There is no COLA adjustment for county personnel included in 
the budget this year.  The budget will fund longevity (either 1.0% for public safety employees as per state law or 
0.5% for all other county employees after 5 years employment) and STEP increases provided by county policies and 
union contracts.   
 
The County has reduced a good number of FTE in various offices and departments due to lower revenues in some 
areas and the overall economic downturn.  We continue to evaluate the need to fill vacated positions on a case by 
case basis.  Over the past two years we have laid off 8 FTE positions and chose not to fill 16 FTE positions totaling 
24 positions.  Some of these positions will not be filled in the future, but others may be as the economy improves and 
workloads require.  We have added some additional personnel due to the consolidation for E-911 dispatch services 
and expansion involved at our community health center.  This continuing effort to hold on filling FTE positions is a big 
factor in being able to control expenditures due to the economic and budgetary challenges we are all facing.   
 
Each department and office has presented their line item budget to the commissioners at prior budget presentation 
sessions and we again state appreciation to our elected officials and department heads for their response to the 
direction provided to basically freeze appropriation dollars from the previous year’s budget in most cases.  The 
estimated expenditure appropriation amount in the tax levy funds totals $49.8 million compared to $48.6 million in FY 
2010.   
 
The total market value for the County increased from $7.7 billion to $8.2 billion with the certification of the new 
valuation numbers by the Department of Revenue.  The new taxable value was certified at $231 million compared to 
$224 million or a 3% increase.  State law also limits tax levy increases to one half of the average cost of living 
numbers for the previous three years. 
 
The impact to taxpayers is probably the most important part of this budget message. The proposed tax levy is 145.62 
mills compared to 135.75 mills last year or a 9.87 mill increase.  This represents a 7% increase in the county’s total 
mill levy.  Last year the commissioners significantly reduced the mill levy to allow them to freeze the total property tax 
asking.  To put this in perspective the mill levy for FY 2009 was 145.96, so the commissioners’ decision on the FY 
2011 tax levy takes us back to the level we were at two years ago (FY 2009).  Our actual total property tax asking in 
real dollars for the past three fiscal years are $30.8 million (FY 2011), $27.7 million (FY 2010), and $27.7 million 
(FY2009).  The value of a county-wide mill is now $222,786 compared to $215,926 last year.   
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The impact of the proposed county tax levy to the property taxpayer with a $150,000 market value property would be 
an approximate $13 increase for the county’s portion of the property tax bill compared to a $42 decrease in the 
previous year.   
 
Again, I appreciate the work of all those involved in the budget process and wish you the best in your final FY 2011 
budget deliberations. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Mike Pence, Flathead County Administrator 
 
Cc:  Flathead County Elected Officials and Department Heads 

 
Chairman Brenneman opened the public hearing to anyone wishing to speak in regards to the FY10-11 budget or 
permissive medical levy.   
 
No one rising to speak, Chairman Brenneman closed the public hearing.   
 
Chairman Brenneman stated Resolution 2272 is before them and will adopt the final budget ending on June 30, 2011.   
 
Commissioner Lauman made a motion to adopt Budget Resolution 2272.   Commissioner Dupont seconded the motion.  
 
Chairman Brenneman thanked department heads and other elected officials and said decisions have been made that 
required cuts in some of their programs, and because of their willingness and their sometime fortitude and pushing that 
Flathead County is one of the counties in Montana that is in good financial shape.  He then expressed his appreciation to 
Mike Pence, Joe Garza and the finance team in general for providing information they needed in understandable form.  
Brenneman then said the work is not done that they will begin working on next year’s budget.     
 
Commissioner Lauman also thanked the department heads and elected officials along with the finance department for their 
hard work during the long process.  He said economic times are not great and I don’t see a change coming very rapidly, 
yet there is a light at the end of the tunnel; they just don’t know how long the tunnel is. He stated we may need to tighten 
our belt some more which creates hardships on all departments, yet becomes necessary for the survival of the county.  
Lauman noted we are one of the few counties in Montana whose finances are in fair or good condition which he stated he 
contributes to the employees.   
 
Commissioner Dupont also thanked the department heads and managers and stated he wanted to especially thank the 
employees of Flathead County who have bent over backwards trying to comply with changes, and keep their budget where 
it is sane. He noted it is difficult for him as a Commissioner to say that you’re not going to receive raises, etc.  after having 
been an employee for so long, as he realizes how that affects everything you do.  Dupont stated Flathead County is an 
exception to the rule around the state in having a sound budget to work off of, and commended each and every employee 
for what they have done to hold the line.  He then said work is being done through Flathead Economic Development to 
encourage companies to move to the Flathead Valley and create more local jobs.   
 
 Chairman Brenneman thanked his fellow Commissioners for their good working relationship.     
 
 Aye - Brenneman, Lauman and Dupont.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2272 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE FLATHEAD 
COUNTY BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2011 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4030(2) M.C.A. requires that the Board of County Commissioners, by resolution, 
approve and adopt the budget for each fiscal year; 
 
  WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, in accordance with Section 7-6-4030(3)(a), MCA, may establish 
the legal spending limit at a level of detail which will allow more flexibility and has determined that that level of budget 
control should remain at the Fund/Department level; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proper public hearings have been held in regard to the setting of such budget for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2011. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners for Flathead County does 
hereby approve and adopt the final budget for Flathead County for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2011, as set out in 
the budget document attached and incorporated herein as a part of this resolution. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the level of budget control shall be at the Fund/Department level, that 
any unused budget appropriations for the Personal Services object codes (100's), shall not be used to increase 
spending in other budget areas, such as Supplies, Purchased Services or Capital Outlay, without specific Board 
approval, and that budget authority within the remaining object codes, 200 - 900, may be transferred at the 
fund/department level without line item transfer approval by the Board of Commissioners, provided that total 
expenditures may not exceed the total fund/department budget. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of county Commissioners for Flathead County does hereby 

approve and adopt the levies required to fund the final budget for Flathead County for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2011, as set out in the budget document attached and incorporated herein as part of this resolution. 

 
  
BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners for Flathead County does hereby 

order the Clerk and Recorder to enter the budget document and tax levy schedule in the official minutes of the Board 
of County Commissioners and to send copies of the budget as approved and adopted to all necessary offices of the 
county and the State of Montana. 



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2010 
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APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 16

th
 day of September, 2010. 

 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
      Flathead County, Montana 

 
      By/s/Joseph D. Brenneman 
             Joseph D. Brenneman, Chairman 

 
       By/s/Dale W. Lauman 
              Dale W. Lauman, Member 
ATTEST: 
Paula Robinson, Clerk     By/s/James R. Dupont     
                          James R. Dupont, Member 
By/s/Diana Kile 
    Diana Kile, Deputy 
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DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE:  MOTOR VEHICLE RECYCLING & DISPOSAL PROGRAM BUDGET FORM FY2011 
 

9:45:26 AM 
Members present:  

Chairman Joseph D. Brenneman 
Commissioner Dale W. Lauman 
Commissioner James R. Dupont 

Others present:  
Assistant Mike Pence, Clerk Kile  

 
Commissioner Lauman made a motion to authorize the chair to sign the motor vehicle recycling and disposal program 
document.  Commissioner Dupont seconded the motion.  Aye - Brenneman, Lauman and Dupont.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
 2:00 p.m. Commissioner Brenneman:  Health Board meeting @ Earl Bennett Bldg.  
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on September 17, 2010.   

 
**************************************** 

 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2010 

 
The Board of County Commissioners met in continued session at 8:00 o'clock A.M.  Chairman Brenneman, 
Commissioners Lauman and Dupont, and Clerk Robinson were present. 
 

NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
 
At 5:00 o'clock P.M., the Board continued the session until 8:00 o'clock A.M. on September 20, 2010.   
  

 
**************************************** 
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